
A Message from Fr. Leandro "Lines" Dela Cruz

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

It is well known that love is at the heart of the message and vision of Christianity.
There is perhaps no more popular New Testament verse in the world than John 3:16,
where we come to understand that God loves the world and in His love He gave His
Son to us so that all who believe in Him will not perish but will have eternal life. The
Father’s love for unlovable sinners, like us, is at the very heart of the Christian
message.

But that is not the end of Christianity’s vision of love. The love of Jesus is a huge part
of that vision. Jesus told his friends that there is no greater love in this world than the
love that would cause a man to give his own life in order to save his friends and that is
exactly what Jesus did. He died in our place. He took our place and sheltered us from
the judgment of God and He did this because of His love. Jesus’ love for undeserving
sinners, like us, is at the very heart of the Christian message.

But still, this is not the end of Christianity’s vision of love. In the New Testament



gospels, we see Jesus teaching all of His disciples that we too are to be people of love.
We are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. We are to love our
neighbors as ourselves. We are even commanded to love our enemies and to pray for
those who persecute us. Christians are commanded to love. We are to love others,
even those whom we might naturally dislike and this too is at the very heart of the
Christian message.

“Love your enemies.”  Jesus puts an end to retaliation and invites us to live the law of
the kingdom. Like Jesus, we must live for others, and at times we may lose our rights,
our possessions and even our life. The law of the kingdom is the law of love without
limitations. We do not give love in order to receive but love because we have been
given God’s love.

Jesus does not propose to diminish our humanity, rather He completes and transforms
it by making us love. Love does not destroy, it transforms.
Aggressiveness transformed by love can be a driving force for good. When we love
passionately we are not just meek, passive human beings, absorbing hurt and
refraining from retaliation. When we really love we want to move the beloved by love.

The Christian vision of love is incredible, and it gives us the idea that God wants love
to fill the earth and fuel all of our emotions and actions.

February 22 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. “Remember that you are dust
and unto dust you shall return.” Imposition of ashes will be given as scheduled:
7am (Service), 8am (Mass), 12.15 (Service), 5.30pm (Mass), 7pm (Service).
SAS students and faculy will have their ashes at school.

Let us help our brothers and sisters in Turkey and Syria devastated by the earthquake.
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) volunteers are already in those countries. In our own
way, let us send them our help. Second collection will be taken this weekend to be sent
to CRS. A portion of our Ash Wednesday collection will also be sent. Please give
generously. God bless you.

Our team of Audio-Visual Ministry continues to seek for volunteer operators who can
help out with Powerpoint and Livestreaming. This is a wonderful ministry that provides
help to encourage active participation in the liturgies amongst the congregants. It also
envisions to reach out to our sisters and brothers who are homebound so we can
continue to connect with them and help them grow in their faith. Please contact



Alessandra Fallon, communications director, to be a member of this A/V  Ministry
team. A half-hour training will be provided for first-timers.

After three full years, I am excited to finally see my brothers and sisters at my native
homeland in the Philippines. I'm flying on Thursday, a day after Ash Wednesday. Msgr
Casey is so kind enough to take care of your sacramental needs while I am away for
my annual break. The parish office will be open as usual. Gary Maccaroni will be the
office manager on Mondays to Wednesdays while Sr. Pat McGinley will manage on
Thursdays and Fridays. Please reach out to the parish office for your needs. I am
grateful to our diligent and helpful parish staff. My special thanks to Lucy for her
selfless and loving volunteer-services at the welcome desk.

While away, I am suspending my weekly flocknote newsletter. I have asked though the
help of our deacons, Gary and Sr. Pat to at least continue to send you messages in the
bulletin. A million thanks for their help.

I wish you all a holy Lenten journey.

God Loves You.


