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Dear Parishioners and Friends,

This Sunday’s gospel reading is about a complacent rich man and a humble beggar is
filled with irony, and though familiar to us all, contains some sharp sayings of Jesus.

Luke continues a theme which was clear in last Sunday’s gospel – money can be
dangerous to true faith. In today’s reading Jesus contrasts “a rich man who dressed in
purple and feasted splendidly every day,” and a beggar “named Lazarus who was
covered with sores and who longed to eat the scraps from the rich man’s table.” When
both men died Lazarus “was carried to the bosom of Abraham,” and the rich man was
sentenced to spend eternity “in torment.”



In his pain the rich man asks Abraham to send his five brothers warning of what is in
store for them because of their complacency. Abraham tells the rich man that they
have the prophets and Moses and that is enough for them. Abraham, concludes: “If
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be convinced even if one
should rise from the dead.”

A WARNING FOR US

The irony of this parable is sharp and cuts deeply into our own complacency. We not
only have Moses and the prophets but we have the message of someone who indeed
has risen from the dead. The rich man had only the prophets and Moses. He did not
heed their message. We have the Word of God and the Spirit to instruct and remind us
of God’s will.

We may not initially identify with this parable. We might say that there are thousands
of people richer than us: “My car is ten years old but look at my neighbor, his car is
right off the showroom floor.” We say: “Why doesn’t he donate a little more to the
starving millions?”   We may be right. Perhaps our neighbor should give more. But this
parable is for each one of us. Jesus does not ask about the family down the street; He
asks what we are doing. Each one of us is responsible because we have been baptized
into a community that must take the parable of the rich man and Lazarus to heart.

One of the problems we could have is the fear that we will miss what we have acquired
if we have to give or share it even partially away. And we are so wrong.  As citizens of
the world’s arguably wealthiest country, we have to be vigilant with our own
perspective on luxury. Care for the poor is a prime component of our baptismal
commitment. True Christians have no other option.

God loves you


