
A Message from Fr. Leandro "Lines" Dela Cruz

“I HAVE COME TO LIGHT A FIRE ON THE EARTH”

In the many models of Jesus which the Christian community has adopted over the
centuries, none are more accepted than the images of Jesus as Prince of Peace and
Good Shepherd. Jesus as the Good Shepherd is one of the earliest depictions of
Christ, often found in Christian catacombs. The Shepherd gathers and protects the
flock from peril. The Prince of Peace brings freedom from strife and reconciliation
with the Father and among humankind.

This Sunday’s Gospel presents a different image of Jesus, He says to His disciples, “I
have come to light a fire on the earth…Do you think I have come to establish peace on
the earth? I assure you, the contrary is true; I have come for division.” These
statements may sound like those of a violent revolutionary and indeed some
contemporary theologians taking this Gospel’s words literally.

While theologians and scripture scholars debate the exact meaning of the above
gospel verse, it is certainly clear that Jesus does not accept peace at any cost, nor
does He offer peace simply for the sake of appeasement. Jesus’ call is to



commitment. The Gospel message is a two-edged sword that will create tension in
society because Jesus Himself created tension in His own world. Jesus’ mission,
which He affirms here, will also bring His martyrdom, which He calls a baptism.

THE PRESSURE OF TRUE FAITH

Jesus warns of the division that will take place in His wake; division which will respect
no sacred places and which will insinuate itself into even family relationships. If the
stories Jesus tells, the claims which He makes, the love which He gives, the values
which He shares, the forgiveness which He offers, move people to eliminate Him, then
His own disciples must be prepared for similar treatment if they truly imitate Him.

Our faith should be like “a fire on the earth.” The fire which Jesus came to light is His
call to follow Him, to choose to accept Jesus’ call, even when this path takes us
through suffering. The second part of today’s Gospel gives definite examples where
the commitment to the gospel, to Jesus, may encounter obstacles. What family has
not passed through the trial of faith in some way?

Suffering may take different forms: rejection, ostracism from family or society and, as
we are painfully aware of more and more today, religious persecution. The gospel
promises eternal life, the glory of God will triumph in the end, but the path to glory for
the Christian will be through suffering and the trials of faith. Jesus is our model, the
one who shepherds us through suffering.

This year the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on Monday,
August 15. The feast will still be celebrated but it will not be obligatory to attend Mass.
According to the US Conference of Catholic Bishops: “Whenever January 1, the
solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, or August 15, the solemnity of the Assumption, or
November 1, the solemnity of All Saints, falls on a Saturday or on a Monday, the
precept to attend Mass is abrogated.”

God Loves You.


