
A Message from Fr. Leandro "Lines" Dela Cruz

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Love one another as I have loved you!

What does Jesus mean when He says “Love one another?”

I used to think I knew a simple answer to that question. There was a time when I
thought loving others meant not hurting them, not saying bad things about them, not
thinking bad thoughts about them. How does one avoid noting and passing judgment
on the faults and mistakes of others? We say that “love is blind,” but need it be? Is it a
greater love to know and see clearly the faults and limitations of others, and still to
love?

Then there was a time when I thought that loving others consisted in wishing them
well. That was a step forward. Such love was not so much concerned with avoiding an
action as with doing something. It did not really demand that I become deaf and blind



to faults and failings of others, so long as, aware of those faults and failings, I could
still “wish them well.” But it was all a bit distant. I could wish people well in a very
detached way. I might convince myself that by wishing people well I had fulfilled
Jesus’ command, “Love one another.” I might repeat that “one doesn’t have to like
someone to love him or her,” but strangely, I wanted to do more. “Wishing people well”
in a distant and well-meaning way did not satisfy the longings of my heart, either.

Letting others love.

There was a time, then, when I thought that loving others consisted in serving them
selflessly, seeking nothing in return. I thought that “seeking nothing in return” meant
“letting no one give anything in return.” Yet that turns out to be, in the end, totally
exhausting. Serving others and receiving nothing of their warmth and love in return
leaves one a dried-out shell. Did Jesus really mean that to happen to us?

Love is something bigger and more wonderful than any of those things. It is not blind
to faults, but it sees and glories in the goodness of others. It wants nothing but good
for the person loved, but it is capable to challenge the loved one as well when that is
for the good of the other. Love does not demand recompense, or dry up if there is
none, but it receives love returned humbly and gratefully. Love is a two-way street and
allows those I love to give their most precious gift of love in return.

Ultimately, love is demanding, but true love enriches rather than impoverishes, gives
life rather than drains it. Jesus’ love for us exemplifies this love, love that gives life and
does not drain the one who loves and the beloved.

God Loves you.


