
100th Anniversary of the Consecration of St. Michael’s Church 

Our community symbolically entered the jubilee year on Easter while celebrating our 

Lord’s resurrection. In the spirit of 100 years, we commited ourselves to doing 100+ good deeds 

through a 100+ campaign kicked off on Easter Sunday. 

Out of thankfulness to the American community at St. Michael’s for their part in the 

church’s upkeep over the years, Slovak children prayed the 100th Aniversary Prayer at the end of 

the English Mass. They also handed out to American parishioners loaves of white Easter bread 

(paska) baked at the Slovak bakery in Trenton. These loaves were blessed the day before during 

the Slovak Holy Saturday liturgy. Accompanying the loaves were prayer cards dedicated to the 

100th anniversary. Bread is the symbol of honorable human labor. For us here, also, it 

symbolizes the home we left behind and our people’s acknowledgment of the joy, love, and 

respect for our ancestors and their everlasting values. They had come to America to find better 

work so they could provide for their families by putting this staple food on their kitchen tables. 

They sacrificied a lot, but also sowed seeds of faith which continue to grow and yield harvest 

even 100 years later. 

The 100+ campaign continued on Mother’s Day. Three young girls from the Slovak 

community sang a beautiful  “Hallelujah for Mom“ song both in Slovak and English during 

respective Holy Masses. The boys gave all women at the Masses red roses as a token of 

appreciation for their love and care.  

 

On March 11, our first tri-community meeting was held at the church hall. We set up 

a 100th Anniversary Committee and agreed on plans for the next month. 

 

In May we started to pray the 100th Anniversary Prayer after every English and Slovak 

Mass; and, during Masses, we sang the Our Father in Latin, the language that was used before 

Vatican Council II.  

 

We started the 5-week collection of used clothes, shoes, bed sheets, towels, blankets and 

plush toys in September; the proceeds of which were used toward the celebration of the church’s 

100th Anniversary. 

 

In order to have our children participate in our celebrations, we prepared the „Kindness 

Rocks!“ event for them. On October 10, the youngest generation were able to show off their 

creativity in stone painting. We decorated the sidewalks leading to our church with these stones 

that have religious quotes and happy anniversary messages on them.  

We put together another fundraising event just before Thanksgiving – the sale of poppy 

seed , walnut, and apple strudels baked by our women in the church kitchen. The American 

parishioners showed great interest in these typical Slovak baked treats. 

 

The day of the Anniversary Mass, December 12, 2021, saw the fruition of all the 

preparatory work done by so many dedicated volunteers.  What a beautiful event it was!  God 

sent so many blessings on this special day. The church was filled to maximum capacity with the 

overflow of about fifty people viewing the proceedings on a screen in the church hall.  Pope 

Francis sent his Apostolic Blessing.  Bishop O’Connell presided with thirteen priests and two 



deacons participating.  Readings and petitions were said in the tri-community languages of 

English, Slovak and Korean. On this 100th anniversary of St. Michael’s Church, all three 

communities agreed upon a mosaic of St. Michael the Archangel which was installed above the 

church‘s entrance door.  

A celebratory banquet was held immediately following the Mass at the Ambassador. 

With over three hundred in attendance, people feasted, mingled, chatted, danced, sang, and were 

entertained for six hours. 

 

We implore you, our Heavenly Father, to protect our community so that we can continue 

to live in peace and joy. May the heritage of our ancestors continue to live firmly within us and 

within the future generations to come. 


