
A Message from Fr. Leandro "Lines" Dela Cruz

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

They crucified a king in between two thieves. As he journeyed to the place of
crucifixion, some jeered, others sobbed with tears, and still others felt indifference.
One of the thieves is in despair – resigned and given up. His fate seems set, is there
any point in doing otherwise than wallowing in his misfortune and submitting to an
ignominious death? The other takes a risk: “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom”. And there, between the two, the latter shares God’s salvation with all
the nations. “Truly I say to you, this day you will be with Me in Paradise.”

On this Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King, we name Him as our King
and proclaim Him to the nations. Caught up in a desire to share His reign and to live
forever, all too often as individuals. and as a race, we fall into the temptation to crown
ourselves, our possessions, our ideologies.

One of the most powerful moments in the entire bible is in this Sunday’s Gospel
reading. The good thief next to Jesus didn’t get a lot of things right during his lifetime,
and he knew that. He said he deserved to be punished like he was. He admitted this.



How often do we feel that way? How often do we feel like we deserve to be punished
for our flaws? The good thief doesn’t even feel worthy enough to ask for forgiveness. I
find that piece of this Gospel the most interesting piece of all. He doesn’t even feel
worthy of asking for forgiveness. All he asks of Jesus is to be simply remembered
when Jesus enters into his Kingdom. He gets more than he bargained for, doesn’t he?
Jesus looks at him, sees his heart, and says, “Amen I say to you, this day you will be
with me in paradise.” That is how Jesus celebrates his Kingship, not by saving himself,
but rather by saving another.

What does this mean for us today? When it comes to having power or prestige, the
Gospel says something radically different than what we have been fed over and over in
our culture. Having power in our culture is usually about how much money we make,
how much influence we have, and how well we can serve ourselves.

The Gospel says something radically different. The Gospel says, if you want to have
true power in your life, stop trying to save yourself. Start wanting to save other people
instead. The Gospel says, stop trying to serve yourself. Serve other people instead. An
invitation could be, consider what this might mean with regard to how we treat our
family members, especially as we get closer to the holidays? Consider what this might
mean in how I treat my co-workers or classmates at school. How about as a faithful
citizen in our country today? What does this look like in how I think about those who
are on the peripheries of our society and the most vulnerable?

The Gospels all point to Jesus who gave himself completely to us instead of serving
himself. What this means is, when we reach out in love and service to another, we
participate in the power that created the universe as baptized followers of Christ the
King. Allow him to rule and be majestic in your life and surely your life will change for
the better.

And so, if Jesus Christ is proclaimed as the universal King, what is His kingdom like?
And if we belong to this kingdom, what must we do to be worthy of His kingdom?

God Loves you.


