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Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Since long before the Ascension, humans have grappled with explaining and
imagining the kingdom of God. It is a mystery at the core of our belief. The New
Testament is riddled with figurative language about the kingdom of God, and our
gospel writers highlight many parables of Jesus that are meant to help explain
this divine mystery with a bit more simplicity. We hear stories about mustard
seeds, pearls, and great places that are to be prepared by Jesus himself for each
of us. These parables reveal many things but one constant proverbial truth - that
God brings about the kingdom through unexpected and unordinary means.

The good news of God’s kingdom comes to humanity in the Word who takes on
the flesh of a poor Galilean carpenter’s son and spends His life scattering the
“seeds” of the Good News upon the earth. Despite His message of hope and new
life, His words were often rejected and ignored. Yet some seeds did take root and
grew in faith to produce something truly wonderful. This is the faith of our
ancestors that have been passed down, generation by generation, to you and me.

In the same manner that Jesus was not the kind of Messiah that so many
expected, the kingdom of God is not what many would expect. The gospels teach
us that in God’s kingdom, the last will be first and the first will be last. The
kingdom of God is not a reward for being rich and powerful on earth. The



Beatitudes testify to who will inherit the kingdom of God, and challenge each of
us to reconsider what we think about who is “worthy” to be part of God’s
kingdom.

Each of us celebrates the Eucharist together because someone sowed the seeds
of faith in our life. We had an encounter with someone or something that took
hold and began to grow within our hearts. We come together to our church every
Sunday to cultivate the message of good news that grows within each of us as
well as in our united community of believers in St. Ann’s. Whether your journey to
our pew took a traditional or untraditional path, let us praise God for the people in
our lives that have passed along the seeds of faith.

Now is our time to pass along that faith to others also especially to our beloved
children who are just beginning to grow in faith. As we resume the Children's
Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) come this July 4th and at every 9 AM Mass thereafter,
we invite young families to regularly attend and send their children to participate.
May I also invite those who may be interested in becoming teacher-catechist for
this CLOW? Kindly approach Gary Maccaroni for more information.

Time runs fast. Pretty soon classes for Religious Education (RE) 2021-2022 will be
here right after summer. As parents, begin to plan out this summer in passing
along our faith by sending your kids to RE school or through Generation of Faith
(GOF) that involves the whole family in faith growth and understanding. The RE
program definitely needs volunteer catechists. Would you please consider
offering your time and knowledge to our parish children? As good disciples of
the Lord, let us help build the kingdom of God by sharing our faith. Kindly contact
Gary Maccaroni at 609.882.6491 x 116 or the Office of RE at ext. 235. Note:
summer training/formation will be given to all catechists.

As we go out into the world and continue our liturgy in our daily lives, let us
commit ourselves to be agents of growing God’s kingdom, one small interaction,
one small seed at a time.

God Loves You.


