
Message from Fr. Leandro "Lines"Dela Cruz

To dream dreams is a precious human faculty. Dreaming gives us a vision of the
future, a reason to hope, a conviction that it is worth being discontented with the
present state of things.

Life deals with many blows to our ability to dream constructively. As we grow
older, we may see the possibilities open to us seemingly narrowing. We gradually
become aware that what we can make of ourselves, and our lives are severely
restricted by what we have done with them so far. We learn that sometimes the
realization of our dreams is seldom so wonderful as the dreams themselves. And
there are also times when the realization of the dream was far better than the
dream itself. Dreaming can make us vulnerable to disappointment. Because of
this, some give up dreaming, and that is unfortunate. If the temptation of the
young is to live in a dream world, the temptation of later life is to live in the past.

The yearly return of Advent encourages us to go on dreaming. Christ has not fully
come into our lives or into the world. The possibilities are not yet fully exhausted,
there are more in store for us.

The virtue of hope enables us to go on dreaming. It enables us to expect great
things from God. There may well be a mid-aged way of dreaming which is
different from the youthful way of dreaming but dreaming we must.



The world as we know it is a continuing work of God’s creation. The beauty we
see is only a shadow of future glory. The ugliness we learn to live with is not the
way things must be. A glorious future beckons if we dare to dream.

This 1st Sunday of Advent begins our new liturgical calendar year. We are going
to bless our Advent wreath and light its first candle at our weekend Masses...a
wonderful symbol and reminder of our joyful waiting of 'the coming of the Savior,
who enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin'.

SOME REMINDERS: Wearing masks in the church is not mandated, imposed, or
required. But I highly encourage our parishioners to kindly consider wearing
masks during Mass on Sundays. We are now in the colder season; flu season and
it is reported that Covid19 cases are once again on the rise. Note too, that the
church is an enclosed environment, we do not follow social distancing and we
are seated with each other for about an hour. Also, a kind reminder, please do not
be mad or harbor annoyance to those who chose not to wear masks, let us not
lose that Christian respect we have for each other.

November 30 is the last day of registration to attend the LUNCHEON sponsored
by the tri-community of St. Michael's Church in celebration of the 100th
Foundation Anniversary of SMC. Let us be one in their joyful thanksgiving to God
and express our support by joining their Mass and Luncheon on December 12,
Sunday, at 10:30 am. Please call Sylvia at (267) 269-2325 to register. See you
there.

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends. May I say
this again, I am very thankful to the Almighty for the gift of you, my dear fellow
parishioners of St. Ann. Gratitude abounds in my heart for this opportunity to
serve you as pastor of a warm, vibrant, and welcoming parish family. It is an
honor to grow in faith with you all. Stay safe always and never forget...

God Loves You.


