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The following is from Fr. Dela Cruz’s flock notes dated November 20, 2020: 

 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM FR. LEANDRO 'Lines' DELA CRUZ 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends,  
 
We know that Jesus is our king by His own strong admission. As we believe Jesus unconditionally, it is easy for 
us to address Him as the “King of the Universe.”  A corollary of that has to be that His coming judgment of us all 
on the Last Day is momentous.  We should be keenly aware of how to get ready.  
 

Like so many aspects of our relationship with God, that readiness is simple: habitual practice of good deeds done 
to our neighbor.  And this presumably from a pure and loving heart.  Faith and good works. That’s it!  No need to 
make readiness more complex. Look no further. 
 
As we gather this coming week around the family table for our annual American Thanksgiving Day, there are 
countless reasons to think and thank before we eat.  Yes, even during pandemic, there are so many things to 
thank God for. One of the major ones is to remind ourselves that Jesus our Lord, our King, is loyal to, and loving 
of us, His sisters and brothers. All He asks is our return of the favor, love Him, and our neighbors. 
 
There is resurgence of Covid 19 cases in our area. We have implemented quite a successful practice to safe-
guard the health and safety of our Mass-goers. Because of the ever-changing situations, it is prudent to re-assess 
our current protocols and revise if necessary. Kindly check the attached revised protocols (below). I would rather 
err on the side of cautiousness than to put our parishioners at risk. 
 

I would like to stress the fact that the bishop continues to grant dispensation from Sunday obligation. That means 
we  are  not  sinning  when  we  do  not  attend  Sunday  Masses  at this time. It is still essential that we keep our  
Sunday holy, in fact all our days holy. We can do that in so many different safe ways: 
 
1. Attend the Sunday Mass safely by following the established guidelines; 
2. Attend the Mass online in your home. Through our YouTube live-streaming all our Masses can be accessed in 
your homes;  Just go to our parish website and click on the button "Mass Livestream". 
3. Attend the Mass in your car at the church parking lot. Communion will be distributed to you after the final 
blessing as you exit to Rossa Ave. 
4. Attend one of the daily Masses instead. Since our Sunday obligation is dispensed, you get the same merits, 
graces and blessing as in the Sunday Masses.  
5. Do a charitable act of mercy – pray for the souls in purgatory, help the poor, phone and check on the elderly 
or neighbors, give to charity, support your church and many more. Visit the Blessed Sacrament and spend some 
time with the Lord during the hours when there are less people in the church. Our church doors are open until 
6pm everyday for private prayers. Use the FDC main entrance. Or, better still, join the regular Tuesdays and 
Thursdays Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 1PM to 5PM for a holy hour or even for some minutes only. 
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We have lots of wonderful programs and events happening in our parish today especially this coming Advent 
Season - daily and weekend Mass live-streaming, Advent wreath making, giving tree project, religious store 
online, new youth ministry virtual program, young adult fellowship group, etc. Check the parish website and 
participate. Due to Covid, most of said programs will be VIRTUAL to continually stay safe at home but still 
find a beautiful way to connect with the Lord and with each other and thereby be nourished spiritually.  
 
As promised, the weekly Advent program is out. Kindly check the flyer on the parish website to register on 
ONE or ALL of the offered programs.  I especially encourage you to attend the virtual Advent Recollection for 
the 2nd week of Advent. This will prepare us to have a joyful, hopeful, and meaningful Christmas celebration. 
Our invited recollection speaker is Fr. JM Manolo, pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish in Mahwah, NJ. 
 
Starting the 1st Sunday of Advent, November 29, we will have a NEW Mass Times, such as 9AM, 
10.30AM & 12PM. Please find a time slot where you would be most comfortable and feel safest. 
 
Please note that we will not hold a communal penance service this advent. Confessions are available every 
day after the 8AM Mass. Approach the priest celebrant after Mass to let him know. Confessions are also 
heard every Saturday, from 3PM to 3:45PM. 
  
Allow me to stress: if you have symptoms; or tested positive even without symptoms; have been exposed to 
someone infected; someone in your household infected; - in the spirit of charity and good judgment, please 
do not come to church or any public gatherings. We have made our Eucharistic celebrations and other reli-
gious services available to you in the comfort and safety of your homes, albeit virtually. Reach out to us via 
email, phone calls or text, your parish family will include you in our prayers. 
 
Please continue to be safe. Protect yourself, loved ones and the community against this virus. According to 
science our best weapon so far against this virus is wearing a mask properly, constant sanitizing and social 
distancing.  
 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

            Advent Zoom Fellowship  
                Coffee Hour 

 

                      Tuesday, December 1st 
                       10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

 

Please join other parishioners for fellowship, hosted by Disciples at the Well Prayer 
Group.  Grab a cup of coffee, light a candle - we will begin and end with a few min-
utes of prayer and socialize in between!  Hosts: Nina Laubach and Judith Gregory. 
Email (syntrzeci@aol.com) for more information and Zoom Link  


